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Next Meeting: Thursday, April 24.

. FWP office, Spurgin Road, Missoula.
Business meeting starts at 6:30 PM, program begins at 7:30 PM.

JIM WILLIAMS, Game manager of FWP Region 1 Kalispell, will discuss the new
draft management plan for the Ninepipes Wildlife Management Area. This will be
a great chance to discuss with Jim some of the opportunities on the horizon for
Ninepipes, and the ways upland hunters can contribute and birds can benefit.

BIG SKY UPLANI] BIRI]

ASSo0cC
PO. BOX 9005 o |v||ssouu\, l\/IT 59807

[] If checked your dues for 2003 are due

Upland birds an

WI, the 2003 legislative session is
winding down, and not a moment too
soon. Several anti-sportsmen, anti-
game animal, and even anti-democracy
bills were introduced this session,
toward which hunters and other
conservationists expended a lot of time,
ink, wind and gasoline working to defeat
or fix. A handful of pro-hunting and
wildlife bills were drafted, some of
which progressed but many more failed.
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Topping the bad bill charts were
three (yes, three) bills to defeat the
game farm initiative voted in by citizens
in 2001. Proposals both to let elk
ranchers just go back to their old ways
offering trophy “hunts” and expanding
operations, or to be bought out at
inflated prices under the guise of
control of chronic wasting disease
(suddenly the game farmers realized
they might have a real disease

problem!) were narrowly (yep,
narrowly) defeated. Vying for the top
slot also was the Montana “Wildlife
Partnership” proposal to begin giving a
lion's share of big game tags to
landowners for subsequent sale to the
highest bidders. With substantial
support from the agricultural extension
service at MSU, and the Montana
Stockgrowers Assoc., the proposal
represented privatization of the
publics” wildlife in its purest form.

On the upland bird front, one bill to
turn the upland bird habitat program
into solely a pheasant stocking
operation (also run by the agricultural
extension service at MSU) was
soundly defeated. House Bill 241,
another proposal to suspend all upland
bird habitat projects, while allowing
only pheasant stocking to continue,
was substantially rewritten with input
from hunters. To their credit, both the
prime sponsor, Rep. Jim Shockley (R-
Victor), and FWP leadership, were
willing to listen to sportsmens’
concerns and modify the bill. Upland
bird habitat projects were to be
allowed to continue, while this and

pheasant stocking were critically
assessed for efficacy over the
next biennium. Two weeks

Continued on Page 2




Legislative Session continued from page 1

later this bill was killed by the full Senate, as the
commercial pheasant growers no longer supported it.

Two bills would have effected hunting access. One
concept proposed by BSUBA and introduced by Sen.
Dale Mahlum (R-Missoula) would have given
landowners the option of marking their boundaries at
property corners; without such marking hunters would
not face permission violations. This bill failed on a
close vote, however Sen. Mahlum deserves
recognition for introducing the bill. Sen. Keith Bales
(R-Otter) introduced a horrible bill that would have
required a mandatory $2,000 fine for hunters who had
a second hunting permission infraction. Sen. Bales
may be the most anti-sportsmen, anti-wildlife politician
in the entire Montana legislature. He has years of run-
ins with sportsmen to his credit, having briefly
succeeded in locking the public off several thousand
acres of BLM land (then outfitting on it) in SE Montana
by closing a road in the late 90's. This year he also
introduced a bill that would prohibit FWP from
participating in habitat management efforts on either
public or private land, a bill that has now been
neutered by amendments.

Some of us made several trips to Helena, and
stalwarts like Jack Puckett, Bob Lucas and other
BSUBA representatives made a consistent and well-
reasoned showing on upland bird-related bills. The
Montana and National Wildlife Federations, Pheasants
Forever, the Montana Bowhunters, and
sportsmen from groups in Butte, Bozeman,

Great Falls and Lewistown also made
major contributions to the efforts.

Thanks all!

Pheasant hunting is really
big in some places...

Citizens Advise
New Montana
Upland Bird Plan

A 12-person citizen's advisory committee has
been convened to develop recommendations to
FWP for development of a new 10-year
management plan for Montana’s upland birds.
The committee during its first four meetings had
wide-ranging discussions on upland bird biology,
habitat, management and harvest.

The committee is moving towards consensus
on several issues... reemphasizing the
importance of instituting habitat enhancement
projects, increasing bird hunting opportunities
and quality on both public and private lands,
lengthening most upland bird seasons to year's
end, and liberalizing some bag limits.

Club President and Officers Reelected

At a January club business meeting, BSUBA officers were
reelected for new two-year terms. No changes were made
in club leadership.

The BSUBA newsletter is published quarterly for members and supporters
of the Big Sky Upland Bird Assaciation, a Montana-based non-profit
organization. Contributions are welcomed. Membership dues: $15 per year.

BSUBA's goals are to;

e Improve habitat for all upland birds;
* Open more land to the public;

¢ Encourage ethical hunting and good relationships with
landowners and managing agencies; and

e Educate and inform upland bird hunters and foster friendships
among them.

Board of Directors

Ben Deeble - President

Roman Kuczer - Editor

Tom Deveny - Secretary/Treasurer
Fred Aimi, Chris Nelson, Greg Munther, Roman Kuczer - Directors

Jack Puckett - Vice President
Bob Lucas - Past President

The Big Sky Upland Bird Association is an affiliate of the Montana Wildlife Federation,
Montana's oldest and largest organization working to conserve wildlife and habitat
through the involvement of hunters and anglers.

Membership Form

An excellent training seminar for pointing
dogs will be sponsored by the Big Sky
Chapter of NAVHDA. Clyde and Marilyn
Vetter, very experienced trainers and
instructors, will conduct it Saturday and
Sunday, June 21-22 at the Western
Montana Retriever grounds on Lower
Miller Creek Rd., Missoula.

Cost is $100 for the entire seminar,
including birds. There will be a limit of 30
participants. Contact Bob Lucas, 543-8497,
e-mail rclucas@msn.com.

New Club Dues and Decal!

Many of you have received a new billing,
courtesy of club Treasurer Tom Deveny, for
2003 dues. We have a new option for 2003...
an attractive club decal designed by Roman
Kuczer. Fifteen dollars gets you the club
membership and newsletter, another $5 gets
you the decal. These will also be available at
club meetings. Display it proudly!
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Your membership entitles you to quarterly issues of Big Sky Upland
Birds newsletter, invitations to all general membership meetings,
and a vote at club meetings you attend.

2003 Membership Dues - $15/$20 (with decal)
Make checks payable to Big Sky Upland Bird Association PAGE 3

bird authorities such as Ben O. Williams,
business owners, biologists, and several rank-
and-file hunters.

Fill out, clip and mail this form with dues to
BSUBA, P.0. Box 9005, Missoula, MT 59807



